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MASSACHUSETTS STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, 1 ASHBURTON PLACE, ROOM 1301, BOSTON, MA 

AUGUST 8, 2013 MINUTES 

                                                                                 

 

Massachusetts State Athletic Commissioners Present: LaTeisha Adams, Chair, Commissioner Guy Licciardi, 

Commissioner Gary Litchfield, Commissioner Joe Esposito and Commissioner Joseph Krowski, Jr. 

 

State Athletic Commissioners Absent: none 

 

Guests: DPS Chief of Staff/General Counsel Beth McLaughlin, DPS Program Coordinator Ronnie Drimer and 

Attorney Jack Corrigan.  Several members from the Boston Chapter of NOW and the Unite Here Local 226, 

who were unidentified by name.  Present via telephone: MMA fighter Chael Sonnen and his manager Jeff 

Meyer. 

 
The Chairwoman called the meeting to order at 12:16p.m. 
 
A motion was made by Gary Litchfield seconded by Guy Licciardi to go into executive session to discuss the complaint 

letters received by: 1. The Massachusetts National Organization for Women dated July 26, 2013, to recommend to 
deny a fighter’s license to Chael Sonnen, 2. The Brazilian Women’s Group dated July 26, 2013, to recommend to 
deny a fighter’s license to Chael Sonnen and 3. Unite Here Local 226 dated July 23, 2013, a complaint against the 
license of unarmed combatant, Chael Sonnen. (see attached letters) 

 
The meeting convened again after Executive Session. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Litchfield and seconded by Commissioner Licciardi to approve Chael Sonnen’s 
fighter license; motion passed by unanimous vote.   
 
Commissioner Krowski, Jr made a motion to approve the minutes for July 11, 2013, seconded by Commissioner Esposito; 
motion passed by unanimous vote. Commissioner Krowski, Jr made a motion to approve the minutes for July 26, 2013 
meeting, seconded by Commissioner Licciardi approved (4-1) Joe Esposito abstained. 
 
Review Suspensions for: July 19, 2013, motion by Commissioner Krowski, Jr to approve, seconded by Commissioner  
Esposito; motion passed by unanimous vote: July 26, 2013, motion by Commissioner Litchfield to approve, seconded by 
Commissioner Esposito; motion passed by unanimous vote: July 27, 2013,  motion by Commissioner Krowski, Jr to 
approve, seconded by Commissioner  Esposito; motion passed by unanimous vote: August 3, 2013, motion by 
Commissioner Krowski, Jr to approve, seconded by Commissioner  Esposito; motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
Due to the poor performance of James Cappiello at the July 27, 2013 boxing event a motion was made by Commissioner 
Krowski to suspend his license indefinitely and if he does was to apply again he must come before the Board to do so, 
seconded by Commissioner Esposito; motion passed by unanimous vote.   
 



The Medical Advisory Board Meeting issues regarding TRT and cut solutions were tabled until the Medical Advisory meets 
again to discuss and set up guidelines, policies and procedures to follow for the Board to review. 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Krowski, Jr to approve applications for Kevin Hope-Boxing Judge and Time Keeper 
Seconded by Commissioner Esposito, motion unanimously approved. 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Esposito to approve Paul O’Brien’s MMA referee application, second by Commissioner 
Litchfield; motion unanimously approved providing he shadow a few amateur events before being put on the rotation list.  

 
Billy Keenan’s fine status was discussed.  Billy had claimed that he did not receive notice to appear before the 
Commission last year and had been fined $1,000 for forged medicals and was suspended indefinitely.  He had served a 
year for the suspension.  There was a motion made by Commissioner Litchfield and seconded by Commissioner Krowski, 
Jr to reduce fighter Billy Keenan’s fine from $1,000 to $100 and be paid before he fights again, approved (4-1) Joe 
Esposito abstained.   
 
Commissioner Licciardi reported to the Board an incident involving professional boxer Gabriel Duluc’s conduct at July 27, 
2013 event.  He shoved the referee twice after the fight was called by the referee Leo Gerstel and then went into the 
dressing room and continued to be disruptive and began breaking up the room.  Commissioner Esposito motioned to put 
Duluc on indefinite suspension and must come before the Commission before it will be removed, seconded by 
Commissioner Licciardi; motion passed by unanimous vote.  Commissioner Licciardi had requested a tape of the fight at 
the event. 
 
New Business: 
 
Pete DiLorenzo – DPS Program Coordinator Ronnie Drimer advised the Commission that all of the checks that were 
issued to the officials and two of the fighters were returned unpaid by the bank from the event on June 29, 2013.  To date 
no one has been compensated.  A motion was made by Commissioner Licciardi to access bond immediately seconded by 
Commissioner Litchfield and to suspend Pete DiLorenzo’s promoter license approved (4-1) Joe Esposito opposed. 
 
Commissioner Licciardi had a telephone conversation with Marc Ratner from the UFC that at the August 16, 2013 weigh-in 
fighters that do not make weight will be fined by the UFC.  Mr. Ratner did not feel that any of the fighters would be over 
their contracted weight. 
 
The Unite Here workers present at the meeting wanted to make a statement about Chael Sonnen.  The Chair refused 
based on time constraints and the item was not on the agenda.  She asked that they submit it in writing. 
 
Chair Adams made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:29p.m., seconded by Commissioner Litchfield; motion passed by 
unanimous vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exhibit List 

 
 

A. Letter from the Massachusetts National Organization for Women dated July 26, 2013 
B. Letter from the Brazilian Women’s Group dated July 26, 2013 
C. Letter from the Unite Here Local 226 dated July 23, 2013 
D. Result/Suspension list from July 19, 2013 
E. Result/Suspension list from July 26, 2013 
F. Result/Suspension list from July 27, 2013 
G. Result/Suspension list from August 3, 2013 


